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' Toil on, dull croud, in extacies he cries, For wealth or title, perishable prize ; While I those transitory blessings scorn, Secure of praise from ages yet unborn.' This thought once form'd, all council comes too late, He flies to press, and hurries on his fate; Swiftly he sees the imagin'd laurels spread, And feels the unfading wreath surround his head. Warn'd by another's fate, vain youth be wise, Those dreams were Settle's1 once, and Ogilby's2: The pamphlet spreads, incessant hisses rise, To some retreat the baffled writer flies ; Where no sour criticks snarl, no sneers molest, Safe from the tart lampoon, and stinging jest ; There begs of heaven a less distinguished lot, Glad to be hid, and proud to be forgot.
EPILOGUE, intended to have been spoken by a LADY who was to personate the Ghost of
YE blooming train, who give despair or joy, Bless with a smile, or with a frown destroy; In whose fair cheeks destructive Cupids wait,              ,
And with unerring shafts distribute fate; Whose snowy breasts, whose animated eyes, Each youth admires,  though each admirer dies; Whilst you deride their pangs in barb'rous play,    \ Unpitying see them weep, and hear them pray,     I And unrelenting sport ten thousand lives away;    ; For you, ye fair, I quit the gloomy plains; Where sable night in all her horrour reigns; No fragrant bowers, no delightful glades, Receive the unhappy ghosts of scornful maids. For kind, for tender nymphs the myrtle blooms, And weaves her bending boughs in pleasing glooms : Perennial roses deck each purple vale, And scents ambrosial breathe in every gale : Far hence are banish'd vapours, spleen, and tears, Tea, scandal, ivory teeth, and languid airs :
1  Settle was the last of the city-     having proposed to act The Distressed poets ; post, May 15, 1776.                   Mother, Johnson wrote this, and gave
2 ' Mere swells the shelf with Ogilhy     it to Mr. Hector to convey it privately
the great.'   Dunciad, i. 141.        to them.   BOSWELL.   Stzpost, 1747,
3  Some young ladies at Lichficlcl     for The Distressed Mother.
Noishop Dromore    many  years   afterwai BOSWELL.
